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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend, cancel and add claims as per the following listing of claims that 
will replace all prior version, and listings, of claims in the application. For the 
Examiner's convenience applicant has included a copy of the claims without markup as 
Appendix A that follows page 24. 

Listing of Claims: 

recurrently amended) A method for managing and tracking information items within a»-a 
message-based system on a user system, the message-based system having a 
viewer, the method comprising the operations of: 

(a) generating a thras k, the thrask comprising a collection that associates a 
plurality of information items, 5 th e thrask including at least one information item 
in the plurality of information items having a first set of metadata , the collection 
capable of associating a document information item and a message information 
item ; 

(b) sorting a new information item into the thrask in accordance with at least 
one criterion responsive to the first set of metadata, the new information item 
having a second set of metadata ; and 

(c) displayin g, in the viewer, the thrask and at least one displayed metadataum 
selected from the first set of metadata or the second set of metadatae fthe 
metadata of one of th e information items in th e thrask in th e vi e w e r . 

2. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 further comprising the operation of: 

(d) updating at least one of the metadat a of on e of the information it e ms in th e 
toask in the first set of metadata . 

3. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim l x wherein operations (a), (b) and (c) are 

embedded in the message-based system. 



10/046581 



Page 7 of 32 



A1490-US-NP 



PATENT 



4. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein the newa a information item, 

includ e d in th e thrask is eith e r a messag e ori s a new message dooum e nt . 

5. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim-4- 1, wherein the new information item is a 

new document, and wherein the new document originates from one of th e 
following: a docum e nt isattached to a new m essage, a docum e nt r e sidin g is stored 
on the user system or a document inaccessible by the user system over a network . 

6. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim l a wherein the first set of m etadata ef-aa 

information it e m includ e d in th e thrask ar e comprises task-related information. 

7. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 6 X wherein the task-related 

information m e tadata of th e information it e m includ e comprises at least one of a 
deadline and a r e mind e r . 

8. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim-? 6 a wherein the task-related information 

comprises a specified date and wherein operation (c) further comprises the 
op e ration of displaying a notification when thea specified date for a r e mind e r or a 
d e adlin e arrives. 

9. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim-7- 8, wherein operation (c) further 

comprises-the op e ration of displaying a dialog box configured to receive a 
response when a sp e cifi e d dat e for a r e mind e r or a deadlin e arriv e s, th e dialog box 
allowing a us e r to s e l e ct on e of a plurality of options . 

1 0. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim- 7 1. wherein the first set of metadata 

includes a first specified date, the second set of metadata includes a second 
specified date, and wherein operation (c) further comprises determining a nearest 
specified date responsive to the first and second specified dates, and t h e op e ration 
efdisplaying an indicator associat e d with th e thrask for r esponsive to the a 
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nearest specified date for a d e adlin e or a r e mind e r associated with on e of th e 
information it e ms in th e thrask . 

1 1 .(currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 0 4 wherein the indicator changes in 
appearance as the nearest specified date gets closer. 

12. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim \ x wherein operation (a) is 

performed in response to a user action performed on an information item. 

1 3. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 2 X wherein the viewer includes a 

thrask-viewing pane displaying a sot of thrasks and wherein the user action 
comprises the action of manually dragging an -the at least one information item 
into the thrask-viewing pane. 

14. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein operation (a) comprises 

th e op e ration of automatically generating a new t hrask when a predetermined 
criterion is satisfied. 

15. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim l x wherein the new information item 

is a new message, the at least one information item is a prior message, and the at 
least one criterion is that the new message is a response to the prior message. 
op e ration (b) compris e s th e op e ration of automatically sorting a now message into 
the thrask whon th e n e w messag e is a r e spons e to a m e ssage already includ e d in 
th e thrask. 

16. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein operation (b) is 

performed in response to a user action, the user action including the action of 
manually dragging-a n the new information item into a visual display of the thrask. 

17. (Canceled) 
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1 8. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein the viewer comprises a 

thrask- viewing pane and an item list pane, and wherein operation (c) further 
comprise s th e op e ration of displaying a s e t of thrasks the thrask in the thrask- 
viewing pane and o£displavin g the at least one displayed metadataum in the item 
list pane in th e it e m list pan e a s e t of information it e ms associat e d with a thrask 
s e l e ct e d from th e s e t of thrasks . 

19. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim-4& 1, wherein the viewer further 

comprises a content viewing pane and wherein operation (c) further comprises the 
op e ration of displaying in the content viewing pane the content of an information 
jte mone of the plurality of information items s e l e ct e d from a s e t of inform ation 
items associat e d with a thrask s e l e ct e d from th e s e t of thrasks . 

20. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein operation (c) further 

comprises ^ th e op e ration of displaying a mark indicating an obligation associated 
with one of the plurality of information items in th e thrask, th e obligation b e ing 
us e r d e fin e d . 

2 1 .(currently amended) The method of cGlaim 1 A wherein operation (c) further 
comprises th e op e ration of displaying a group of marks indicating obligations 
associated with the thrask, th e obligations b e ing us e r d e fin e d, the group of marks 
corresponding to seme -two or more o f the plurality of information itemst he 
information it e ms includ e d in th e thrask . 

22. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim 2 1 A wherein, in th e display of a first 

subset of t he group of marks represent , marks indicating obligations of the-auser 
are distinct from marks indicatin g and a second subset of the group of marks 
represent obligations of correspondents of the user. 

23. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim l x wherein the first set of metadata 

includes one or more of a "From:" entry, a "To:" entry and a "Cc:" entry, and 
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wherein operation (c) further comprises the operation of displaying, upon us e r 
s e l e ction of an option, all one or more n ames that appear in any of thet he "From:" 
entry , the "To: " entry or the "Cc:" entry, lin e s of an information it e m that is 
associat e d with an obligation. 

24. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim l x wherein op e ration (o) displaying 

the thrask is responsive to a display condition and wherein operation (c) further 
furth e r comprises th e op e rations of: determining the thrask display condition 
responsive to a user-specified date and a deferral option. 

def e rring a display of th e thrask until a us e r sp e cifi e d dat e in respons e to a 

us e r s e l e ction of a first def e rral option; and 

def e rring a display of an information it e m includ e d in th e thrask until a 

us e r sp e cifi e d dat e in r e sponse to a us e r s e l e ction of a second deferral option. 

25. (currently amended) The method of cGlaim-^J^ wherein operation (c) further 

comprises th e op e rations of : 

determining an information item display condition responsive to a user- 
specified date and a deferral option; and 

displaying the at least one displayed metadataum responsive to the 

information item display condition. 

displaying a deferr e d thrask in r e spons e to a us e r r e qu e st to s ee the d e f e rr e d 
thrask.; and 

displaying a deferr e d information it e m in a thrask in r e spons e to a us e r r e qu e st to 
se e th e d e ferred information it em? 



26.(currently amended) A system for managing and tracking information items 
within a message-based system on a user system, the message-based system 
including m viewer, the system comprising: 

(a) a thrask generating module configured to generate g e n e rating a thrask, the 
thrask comprising a collection that associates a plurality of information items. 
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including at least one information item in the plurality of information items 
having a first set of metadata , the collection capable of associating a document 
information item and a message information item ; 

(b) a sorting module sertiftg- configured to sort a new information item into the 
thrask in accordance with at least one criterion responsive to the first set of 
metadata, the new information item having a second set of metadata ; and 

(c) a display module displaying configured to display the thrask and at least 
one displayed metadataum selected from the first set of metadata or the second set 
of metadat a of the m e tadata of on e of th e information it e ms in th e thrask in th e 

V l\J VV \Jl . 

27. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 further comprising: 

(d) an updating module updating configured to update at least one of the 
metadat a in the first set of metadata of on e of th e information it e ms in th e thrask . 

28. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 A wherein the thrask-generating 

module, the sorting modules and the display module are embedded in the 
message-based system. 

29. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 A wherein aa -the new information 

it e m includ e d in th e thrask is e ith e r a m e ssag e or a docum e nt is a new message . 

30. (currently amended) The system of €claim-39 26, wherei n the new information 

item is a new document, and wherein the new document is originat e s from on e of 
the following: a docum e nt attached to a new message, a document r e sidingi s 
stored on the user system or a document inaccessible by the user system over a 
network. 
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3 1 .(currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 A wherei n the first set of metadata 
of an information it e m includ e d in th e thrask ar e comprises task-related 
information. 



32.(currently amended) The system of €claim 3 l a wherein the m e tadata of th e 
information it e m task-related information includ e comprise < 
deadlinen 



3 3. (currently amended) The system of Cclaim-££ 3 1 wherein the task-related 

information comprises a specified date, and wherein the display module displays 
is configured to display a notification when a-the specified date for a r e mind e r or 

U UVUVIUUU CU 1 1 V vu . 



34. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim-4 2 33, wherein the display module 

displays is configured to display a dialog box configured to receive a response 
wh e n a sp e cifi e d dat e for a r e mind e r or a d e adlin e arriv e s, th e dialog box allowing 
a us e r to s e l e ct on e of a plurality of options . 

35. (currently amended) The system of €claim-3 £ 26, wherein the first set of 

metadata includes a first specified date, the second set of metadata includes a 
second specified date, and wherein the display module further comprises a date- 
comparison module configured to determine a nearest specified date from the first 
and second specified dates, the display module configured to displa vd isplavs an 
indicator associat e d with th e thrask for r esponsive to the a nearest specified date 
for a d e adlin e or a r e mind e r associat e d with on e of th e information it e ms in th e 
thrask . 



36.(currently amended) The system of €claim 35 A wherein the indicator changes in 
appearance as the nearest specified date gets closer. 
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37. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 A wherein the thrask-generating 

module activates in response to a user action performed on an information item. 

38. (currently amended) The system of €claim 37 4 wherein the viewer includes a 

thrask- viewing pane displaying a s e t of thrasks , and wherein the user action 
comprises the action of manually dragging an -the at least one information item 
into the thrask- viewing pane. 

39. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 A wherein the thrask-generating 

modul e m odule is configured to automatically g e n e rat e s generate a new t hrask 
when a predetermined criterion is satisfied. 

40. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 x wherein the new information 

item is a new message, the at least one information item is a prior message, and 
the at least one criterion is that the new message is a response to the prior 
message t ho sorting modulo automatically sorts a n e w messag e into th e thrask 
wh e n th e n e w m e ssage is a r e spons e to a m e ssag e alr e ady includ e d in th e thrask . 

4 1 .(currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 x wherein the sorting module 
activates in response to a user action, the user action including the action of 
manually dragging an -the new information item into a visual display of the thrask. 

42. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 A wherein the sorting module is 

further configured to provide p rovid e s to th e us e r a suggestion of which thrask to 
ptrt -that t he new information item be sorted into the thras k into, when th e r e is 
more than on e thrasks . 

43. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 x wherein the viewer comprises a 

thrask- viewing pane and an item list pane, and wherein the display module is 
further configured to displa y displays a s e t of thrasks the thrask in the thrask- 
viewing pane and to displa y displays the at least one displayed metadataum in the 
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item list pane in th e it e m list pan e a s e t of information items associat e d with a 
thrask s e l e cted from th e s e t of thrasks . 

44. (currently amended) The system of €claim-4£ 26, wherein the viewer further 

comprises a content viewing pane and wherein the display module is configured 
to displa y displays in the content viewing pane the content of an information it e m 
selected from a sot of information items associat e d with a thrask sel e ct e d from th e 
sot of thrasks one of the plurality of information items . 

45. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 A wherein the display module is 

further configured to displa y displays a mark indicating to indicate a n obligation 
associated with one of the plurality of information items in th e thrask, th e 
obligation b e ing us e r d e fined . 

46. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 A wherein the display module 

displays a group of marks indicating obligations associated with the thrask, the 
obligations being user-defined, the marks corresponding to some of the 
information items included in the thrask. 

47. (currently amended) The system of €claim 46 A wherein, in th e display of a first 

subset of the group of marks represent , marks indicating obligations of the-auser 
are distinct from marks indicatin g and a second subset of the group of marks 
represent obligations of correspondents of the user. 

48. (currently amended) The system of Gclaim 26 a wherein the first set of metadata 

includes one or more of a "From:" entry, a "To:" entry and a "Cc:" entry, and 
wherein the display module is further configured to displa y displays, upon us e r 
s e l e ction of an option, all one or more names that appear in any of t he "From:" 
entry, the "To:" entry or the "Cc:" entr y linos of an information it e m that is 
associat e d with an obligation . 
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49. (currently amended) The system of €claim 26 A wherein the display module is 

responsive to a display condition and further comprises a deferral module 
configured to determine the display condition responsive to a user-specified date 
and a deferral optio n d e f e rs a display of th e thrask until a us e r sp e cifi e d dat e in 
r e spons e to a user s e l e ction of a first d e f e rral option and wh e rein th e display 
modul e d e f e rs a display of an information it e m includ e d in th e thrask until a us e r 
sp e cifi e d dat e in r e sponse to a us e r s e l e ction of a s e cond d e f e rral option . 

50. (currently amended) The system of €claim-49 26, wherein the display module js 

configured to condition display of the at least one displayed metadataum 
responsive to an information item display condition and further comprises a 
deferral module configured to determine the information item display condition 
responsive to a user specified date and a deferral option, displays a d e f e rr e d 
thrask in r e spons e to a us e r r e qu e st to s ee th e d e f e rr e d thrask and wh e r e in th e 
display modul e displays a d e f e rr e d information item includ e d in a thrask in 
r e spons e to a us e r r e qu e st to s ee th e d e f e rr e d information it e m. 

5 1 .(new) The method of claim 6, wherein the task-related information comprises a 
reminder. 
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